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QLD STONE CHURCH
_ (Presbyterian)
Lewisburg, Greenbrier County
West Virginia

Qwner: Presgbyterian Church.

Date of Erection: 1796.

T Architect and Bullder: No record.

Pregent. Condition: Good.

Number of Stories: Two.

Materials of Constructinn: Stone.

Other Existing Records: See text.

Additional Data: See following pages.
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The Presbyterian church ab Lewisburg, known as the
"Old Stone vhurch,® is the largest and finest church in Yest
Virzinia thoet has come down from Pioneer days, and has beoen

in ceontinucus wuse to the pressnt day.

e dev, John Lelue, or&ained by Uld Fanover Fres-
bytery on iay £, 1782, was sent 0 Cld otone as its firsst
pastor. e was Installed in the original church at this
place, a ¢czhin of unhewn logs, witii a puncheon Tloor, punchzon
seats, & clapboard roof, and two small windows, designed to

let in some light, but principally as a guard against Indians.

In 1792 Lewisburg was formally laid out and build-
ing laws were enacted. [Pioneer pride prompted a fTiner church
buildin,s. The gettlers were intent upon erecting a church of
50mMe splendor, and, regardiésé of the handicap of primitive
tools and crude materials from the wilderness, this they did.
Althougn the church was erectec in newly settled land where
building utility rather than architectural beauty was'desired,
there 1s somebthing intangibly Tine about tne old churcn, which

]

is apparent even in our present day of more expensive churcheas,.
It nas been called “a little classic of sarly pioncer architec-
ture.™ It iz bulld of netive stone, and traditicn tells us

that the sund used in the building was carried by the women of

the songregation from the Greenbrier hiver, four miles away, in
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sucks thrown across the saddles of their horses. The lime
for mertar was burned from native stone, slacked and buried

to cool. It is very hard and durable to the present day.

The first pastors were wnev, kelue, 1782-1784, hev,
senjamin wrigshy, 1794-1808, fev. John Meidlhenny, 1808-1871,
whose worx extenced from Lexington in the east to the Ohio Rive
er in the west, and 100 miles north ana south. During Rev.
Lieklhenny's pastorate, churches all over this territory sprang
up, and 01ld svone became the direct dominating.force in the'culb
tural 1ife of the comumunity. HDucceesins pastors have been:
Kev. John Calvin Barr, Dr. dethew Lyle Lacy, Hev. John i, Rosew
bro, Hev. David z. Frierson, gRev. Hebvert . Telford, iHev. Winm,

cC. Thite, Rev. Hugene Danile, Rev. U. 7. MocGeachy, Rev. VWar-

basd

ner H. DuBois, and the present pastor, the fev. Lloyd kcF,

courtnav,

x
o

Kany thousands have worahipped in the old church.
tillard Filimore, sndrew Jaekson, «enry Clay, Daniel ¥ebster,
John Tyler, John hérshall,_ﬁt@phen Decauter, Patrick ienry and
other notables are purported to have visited the spot during

the late eighteenth and eariy nineteenth centuries.
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Addendum to HABS No. WV-21-1
013 Stone Church (Preshyterian)
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